Press release

New Scandlines ferry “Berlin” takes to the water for the first time
2.12.2011
Scandlines and P + S shipyards are celebrating another milestone on their way to putting
their two new builds into service. Today the “Berlin” came into contact with the element
water for the first time before some 150 guests from the world of politics and business at
the P + S shipyard in Stralsund. At 10.55 a.m. the premier of Mecklenburg-West
Pomerania, Erwin Sellering, gave the official signal for the launching of the new vessel in
the presence of Bengt Pihl, CEO of Scandlines and Axel Schulz, Sales Director of P + S
Werften GmbH. The ferry “Berlin” is due to go into service in late March 2012 on the
Rostock-Gedser route. In May 2012 it is scheduled to be followed by the ferry
“Copenhagen”, which is also under construction at the P + S shipyard in Stralsund.
Yesterday, 1 December, the “Berlin” left the shipbuilding hangar for the first time in what is
known as the roll-out. This was followed today by the launch, the ship's first contact with
the water. "These new vessels are our biggest and most important project for the future
and reflect the growing role of the eastern corridor for passenger and sea-freight traffic",
said Bengt Pihl, CEO of Scandlines. Axel Schulz, Sales Director of P + S Werften GmbH
emphasised: "We are proud that this newbuild project is being realised at P + S shipyards.
It is a demonstration of our capabilities and the result of systematically realigning our
activities towards specialised shipbuilding. These vessels also send a vital signal for the
competitiveness of Mecklenburg-West Pomerania as a business location.”
The shipping company Scandlines is investing a total of €230 million on new ships and on
extending the ports in Rostock and Gedser. The two new superferries offer significantly
more space for passengers and vehicles. They can carry either 460 cars or 90 lorries as
well as up to 1,500 passengers, more than doubling previous capacities on the RostockGedser route. Fuel consumption and emissions will be reduced to a minimum – for the
benefit of both economic efficiency and the environment. The interior design of the new
ships comes courtesy of French architects AIA. The ferries' catering concept includes a
buffet restaurant, à la carte restaurant, cafeteria and a self-service restaurant/café, as well
as snack and drinks vending machines. In addition, customers can also make use of a
shopping and gaming area on board and even fully equipped conference rooms.

Everything you want to know about the new builds
http://www.scandlines.com/en/new-ferries-2012/welcome.

can

be

found

at

Facts and figures
Length:

169 metres

Max. width:

24.80 metres

Draft:

5.50 metres

Capacity:

1,500 passengers
480 cars or 96 lorries (approx. 1,600 loading metres)

Main engines:

15,800 kW

Speed:

20.5 knots

Puttgarden, 2.12.2011
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Scandlines was established in 1988 and is one of the largest shipping companies in
Europe. Scandlines' core business is the transport of passengers and cargo in the triangle
between Germany, Denmark and Sweden as well as on routes to the Baltic States and
Finland. In 2010 Scandlines carried 12.4 million passengers as well as 2.8 million cars and
800,000 trucks and trailers with the primary goal of ensuring efficient, reliable and
competitive transport.

Current orders at P + S Werften GmbH consist of special ships with a total order volume of
nearly EUR 1 billion, ensuring the shipyard will be working at full capacity until mid 2013.
They include the two major ferry orders described here for Scandlines, two offshore
installation vessels, one of the largest heavyweight offshore construction vessels, two
special transport ships for DFDS, five ice-class special freighters for the shipping company
Royal Arctic Line and four coastal ships for the Swedish Coast Guard.

High-definition press photos are available from the media portal at www.ehrenbergkommunikation.com.

